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Come and learn more about Gold Wing Road Riders Association (GWRRA) by joining us at one of our monthly
gatherings. They are held the first Tuesday of every
month at Candlelight Diner at 56 Veterans Hwy in Commack. Join us for dinner at 6:30 or the gathering which
starts at 7:30.

We have found our new gathering location. We
have a private room in the back, the food is excellent
and the serving is very good.
Candlelight Dinner
56 Veterans Hwy
Commack, NY
Chapter NY-K has the Traveling Plaque again. We
captured it from chapter L this past Sunday when we
joined them on a beautiful ride. It was a pleasure to
be lead trhough beautiful roads with gorgeous scenery.
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Who’s Who in Chapter K

Who’s Who in GWRRA

Chapter Director – Rich & Ann Bullis
Assistant Chapter Director – Rich & Phyllis
Gearity
Treasurer – Jamie Alston
MEC / Social– Linda Reichling
MAD Coordinator – Alfredo Montero
Web Master – Rich Bullis
Ride Coordinator – Jamie Alston
2018 COY – Ann & Rich Bullis
Newsletter Editor – Rich Bullis
D4C Coordinator – Gary Dinizio
CHOY Coordinator – Gary Dinizio
We Need more help. Contact Rich if you want
to get a little, or even a lot, more involved.
And don't ever feel like you will be alone because there will always be people around to
give you any help that you might need. You
will never be left to figure out how to do
something on your own!

President and Wingman - Anita and JR Alkire
NY District Directors – Ted and Janice
Zamorski
NY Dist Asst Directors East - Mike and
Jacqueline Devaux
NY Dist Asst Directors West – Roger and
Arlene Connelly
District Treasurer – Donna Cork
District Educators – Cliff and Nancy Schaal
NY District MEC – Trish and Jim Thayer
District University Coordinators—Eileen and
Tim Guile
District COY Coordinator – Pete and Angela
Wingerter
District Ride Coordinator – TBD
District CHOY Coordinator – Peter & Marielle
St Amour
District Webmaster – Clark & Linda Clemens
District Newsletter Editors – Gary & Donna
Cork
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August Birthdays
Nick Sucarato
Alfredo Montero
Linda Reichling
Jaime Alston
Lois Dinizio
Roberta Sucarato

August 9th
August 11th
August 19th
August 20th
August 25th
August 25th

August Birthdays
Gary Dinizio
Rich Bullis

September 19th
September 28th

Upcoming Events
Sep 27th-Sep 30th Ride Out Hosted by Chapter K Lake George Flyer and Registration Form
Oct 27th Road Captain Class
Oct 27th Pumpkin Carving
Now we need your help with day rides. We need you to volunteer to either plan or help plan a day
ride.
Additional Events will be added as they become decided upon.
As you can see we are in desperate need for rides. I do not know who it is going to be, but I do know
that it is not going to be me. So, who is it going to be?????
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Ann and Rich Bullis
New York Chapter K Chapter Director's Corner
Chapter K Webmaster
2018 Chapter K Couple of the Year

We recently returned from the New York District Rally that was held at Tioga Downs
Casino and Resort. There were 10 of us that attended the rally and all 10 had a fabulous
time. The weather was better than you could ever ask for and the venue had plenty to do.
Just this past Sunday we had 7 people go to join Chapter L for a ride that they had
scheduled. It was a beautiful ride with great roads and gorgeous scenery. In addition to the
ride we were able to capture the plaque from them. We now know who has it, but we are
not to sure who is going to come and get it. After riding with Chapter L, we went to have
lunch at Big W's BBQ in Wingdale and were pleasantly surprised to find that Chapter L decided to join us for lunch. This is a place that we always wanted to eat at but never did. I
am sure that this will not be the last time that we will eat there because the food was delicious. I would like to thank Gary for leading us back to the ferry taking back roads. It sure
was a great day from start to finish. But the best part was that I did not have to plan any of
the ride. I just showed up and Phil from Chapter L led us around. We definitely need to
take advantage of rides that other chapters plan. This will make our lives easier and they
certainly know their roads better than we ever could.
Ride Out is right around the corner. I do not mean the location, but the event date. It
will be held in the Lake George area and all of the information can be found on page 14 and
the registration form on page 15. It is only a little over a month away so get your registrations in if you have not done so yet. Chinese auctions baskets are due at the September
gathering. Please make arrangements for us to get your basket if you will not be able to attend the September Gathering.
We will be doing our pumpkin carving event October 27th and we will have a Road
captain class before the festive carving if anyone would like to become a road Captain. I
believe that everyone should take this class even you do not plan to lead or sweep a ride.
After all, you never know when you might be put into a situation where you become the
lead or trail motorcycle. More information about the event and the class will be coming
out shortly.
We would like to remind everyone about our request for help and how we are not going to continue trying to do everything alone. We would like to thank Gary for stepping up
and taking over the Dash4Cash and Chapter of the Year positions since we talked about the
need for help at our August gathering. That is one person but we need more so step up and
volunteer or the chapter will not be around after December because we cannot and will not
continue to do it after December if we do not get more help. The chapter will fold if we do
not get help!!!!
Continued on the next page
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There are many events that have been added to the calendar on our website. They are
also listed on the upcoming events section of page 3 of this newsletter. Make sure to look
them over and mark your calendars to participate in as many as you can. Please remember
to RSVP to let us know that you are going to participate in an event.
We are still in desperate need of day rides. Summer is almost over, but the riding
season is far from over. After all, fall is the best time of the year to ride. So,please step up
and plan a ride.
I am glad that many people have made their reservations at the Country Cottages for
Ride Out in September. The flyer and the registration form are made and are at the back of
the newsletter as well as on the website. Please print out your registration form and send it
to Jaime. Remember to get it in before the price goes up. We are also asking every family
to provide at least 1 basket for the Chinese auction. Donation letters are available and we
would like every member to solicit donations from people and business'. Please request either a monetary donation or merchandise. Gift certificates cannot be used because all of the
people that will be attending Ride Out are not from our area. We will be requesting volunteers for various tasks before and during the event to make this the best Ride Out ever. We
need to schedule, coordinate, plan and make commitments to help out in different areas. I
am not worried one bit because I know that I have the best chapter and members around and
that we as a team will divide and come together at the end to conquer.
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Phyllis and Rich Gearity
New York Chapter K Assistant Chapter Director's

Nothing this month.
Happy Riding
Phyllis and Richard

6

Back to page 1

Jaime Alston
Ride Coordinator – NY Chapter K
7 Motorcycle Superstitions Explained
They may not be true, but they may not be untrue, either.
It's the beginning of the riding season. Along with the necessary post-winter prep, some people feel it's just
as necessary to attend a local blessing of the bikes and make sure their guardian bells are attached. These
and other superstitions provide absolutely no tangible benefit to the motorcycle, but it makes the riders feel
better, and who knows? Maybe there is some spiritual benefit that we can't measure in tangible terms.
Motorcycle riders can be a notoriously superstitious bunch. Perhaps it's an extension of always being on
guard against that dog, Prius, or school bus that cuts you off without seeing you. Whatever the reason, bikers hold many common beliefs that may or may not be rooted in fact. Here are seven of them.
Blessing of the Bikes
One of the first events of the year that many riders attend is a Blessing of the Bikes ceremony, often held
in a local church parking lot. Since riders come from all spiritual paths, such ceremonies are usually nondenominational. That includes religion, sportbike vs. cruiser, Harley vs. the world, etc. While there is no
tangible proof that a blessing from Jesus, Mohammed, or the Flying Spaghetti Monster will provide any
additional protection while you ride, every little bit helps, and I'm not going to sit here and tell you that it
doesn't.
Guardian Bells
Along with bestowing good juju upon your bike, many also attempt to ward off bad juju with guardian
bells. The legend goes that evil spirits try to latch onto your bike and cause mischief, mechanical failures,
and crashes. A bell on your bike will attract these spirits, then trap them inside. The constant jangling of
the bell drives them insane, at which point they let go and fall harmlessly to the ground.
Riding With Rear Pegs Down
Another way bad spirits can hitch a ride is if your passenger footpegs are down, but you do not have a passenger. Spirits apparently view this as an invitation to hop on board and cause trouble. It's not clear how
well a guardian bell works in this case. Also not clear is how it interferes with this being a common practice in a funeral motorcade. Since having your pegs down invites spirits, this is actually an open invitation
for the spirit of the deceased to hop on and join you for one last ride.
Green Bikes
We've covered this before, but to summarize, some believe that green motorcycles are bad luck. (Clearly,
nobody's mentioned this to Kawasaki.) The belief likely goes back to World War II. Messengers and
scouts often rode army motorcycles, painted green, and were often targets for snipers and sharpshooters.
Causation does not equal correlation, however. Another theory is that after the war, many army surplus
bikes were sold to the general public. These were not always in the best state of repair when their new
owners began to ride them, leading to unfortunate consequences. Needless to say, Kawasaki has proven
that green bikes are not all bad, and are actually quite good.

Continued on the next page
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Jaime Alston
Ride Coordinator – NY Chapter K
Riding a Dead Man's Bike
Some believe that it is bad luck to ride a motorcycle owned by someone who has died. They don't have to
have died while riding the motorcycle for this to be true. The idea is that if the deceased catches you riding
their old bike, they'll swoop down out of the blue and knock your butt right off it.
Dropping a Helmet
It's often considered bad luck to wear a helmet that's been dropped. I don't know where this superstition
came from, but it's one of the few that is absolutely true. Motorcycle helmets are designed to protect you
against one big hit. When you drop a helmet, it can't tell whether the cat knocked it off the table or this hit
is The Big One (TM). Either way, plastic can crack, foam can compress, and the helmet won't provide as
much protection as it did before the hit. So do yourself a favor and be very careful not to drop your helmet.
Not Stopping To Help a Fellow Rider
Finally, it's considered bad luck if you see another rider on the side of the road, and you do not stop to
check and make sure they're okay. They may be broken down, out of gas, or simply taking a quick drink,
but superstition says you should stop and check on them anyway. I have no idea what luck has to do with
it, but it's an excellent practice that I follow regardless of superstition. I've also been thankful when other
riders stopped to check on me, whether I needed any help or not. We have to watch out for each other out
there.

Dealing with road hazards
Sooner or later you'll encounter debris in the road, especially in the twisties after a storm.
When riding in a group, point out the hazard to the bike behind you using your arm or your leg, whichever
you are most comfortable using. As with other hand signals, it's good to pass the signal back to the bikes
behind you.
But, don't pass the signal back right away. Wait until you get close to the object and then point it out. Otherwise, in a larger group, the people in the back will be looking for a hazard that is still a ways away and
they could be surprised by the hazard once they reach it.
Also, think twice about kicking the object to the side of the road. It could come bouncing back onto the
road or hit the bike behind you.

How to Safely Add a Passenger to Your
Motorcycle
Whether cruising across the country or heading into town for a quick bite to eat, riding two-up is a
trend among skilled and amateur riders. While many bikes are geared to be passenger motorcycles,
many riders, unfortunately, lack the experience. From first-timers to seasoned veterans, everyone
can learn a thing or two about riding safely with a passenger. Here’s some tips, tricks and considerations for riding two-up safely.

Continued on the next page
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Jaime Alston
Ride Coordinator – NY Chapter K
Additional Weight
Weight is a factor few riders think about. You and all your friends hop in a pickup truck without a
second thought, so why should you worry about your friend on the back of your bike? Turns out,
many bikes aren’t actually rated for two-up riding.
If you think you may have chosen a solo-rider-only motorcycle, double check the weight limits. Exceeding manufacturer’s recommended load can cause all sorts of mayhem, like
Increased wear on shocks and other parts
Voided warranty
Increased difficulty handling your bike
Decreased comfort
On the less extreme side of things, even riders who have higher bike weight limits should consider
practicing riding two-up. First, additional weight can change the way your bike handles turns. If
you’re used to flying around hairpin turns and stopping on a dime, you’re in trouble. Riding a little
more cautiously can save both you and your passenger a world of hurt.

Dangers of Riding Two-Up
In 2015, there were 292 motorcycle passenger fatalities. When you take on a passenger, you are responsible for their wellbeing. Whether you race on your own or always take it nice and easy, riding
two-up is not the time to test the limits of your throttle.
Because of the dangers and different riding style, many have suggested a separate license requirement for riding with a passenger. This would force riders to take time and practice handling a bike
that is heavier, has a blind spot and is more difficult to turn and stop.
While there isn’t a specific license requirement or two-up riding guidelines, some states don’t allow
young riders or riders with a learner permit to carry a passenger. Make sure you’re familiar with
your state’s regulations. It’s also a good idea to put yourself through a practice run. Go around the
block with a passenger and practice stopping, turning and accelerating before a long-distance trip.

Ride Smart, Ride Safe
In order to keep both you and your passenger in one piece while you ride two-up, here are some basic safety tips to help you stay safe and stay on the road:
Practice makes perfect: go slow and try out short trips until you feel confident
Watch your weight: take a minute to get used to the weight difference before you take off
Stay calm: keep your passenger relaxed and neutral when you take a corner
Gear up: A few pieces of safety gear could make all the difference
These are just some basic strategies for riding two-up. Depending on the size of your motorcycle and
the type of trip you’re planning, riding smart can look different for your situation. For instance, a
quick trip to the store in a major city with a passenger requires very different skills than a crosscountry trip on the open highway. Get to know your bike and consider how it handles with and without a passenger.
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Please let Rich know if you want to be added to any of the rides
Overnight Rides
Fall Ride Out
Sep. 27th –Sep. 30th 2019 Lake George,
NY
Please reply to Rich if you will be attending myvalkyrieinterstate@gmail.com
Ann & Rich
Phyllis & Rich
Roberta & Nick
Heather & Jaime
Kim & Don
Sonia & Alfredo
Dianeth & Jairo

Phil
Scott

Continued on the next page
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Please let Rich know if you want to be added to any of the rides
Day Rides

???
Who: will be the first one to plan or help
plan a ride
What - Chapter K Ride
When: will it be
Where: will we ride to
Why - to have FUN

Continued on the next page
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Please let Rich know if you want to be added to any of the events
Chapter Events
Road Captain Class
Oct. 27 at Ann & Rich's home
Please reply to Rich if you will be attending myvalkyrieinterstate@gmail.com

Pumpkin Carving
Oct. 27 at Ann & Rich's home
Please reply to Rich if you will be attending myvalkyrieinterstate@gmail.com

Ann & Rich

Ann & Rich

More details will be decided and sent out
shortly

More details will be decided and sent out
shortly
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2019
New York District
Ride Out Weekend
Lake George, NY September 27-30
Hosted by Chapter NY-K
Come enjoy this FUN filled Weekend with Chapter NY-K
and the rest of our Family as we celebrate Rich's 60th Birthday
This will be like no other weekend, so you will not want to miss it!
Proceeds will be donated to America's VetDogs

Friday
Check in will start at 2:30
(meet and greet will start at 4:00)
(Dinner will be served at 5:30)
Fun filled Activities will run from 4:00 and end with a 50-50 at 8:30
However the FUN will continue around the fire until no more FUN is wanted
Saturday
Guided Tours by Chapter N and K through the gorgeous Adirondack Mountains
Full catered BBQ by The Barnsider with Chicken, Brisket and Ribs (served at 5:30)
FUN filled activities, Chinese Auction and a 50-50
Sunday
Brunch Cruise from 11:00-2:00
Afternoon Ride
Monday
Head home and back to reality because the party is over until next time.

Host Hotel
Country Cottages & Motel
Diamond Point, NY
Call Charlie at 518 668-0488 if you are looking to book a room
14
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Requests your participation at the best Ride-Out ever!
When: September 27th - 30th, 2019
$43.00 Per person Pre registration before August 20, 2019
$48.00 if you register after Aug. 20, 2019 but before Sept. 20, 2019
NO registrations will be available at the door
Included in this price will be 2 evening meals and a ton of FUN! Friday evening meal, meet and
greet and a full night of FUN! Saturday’s FUN will include multiple AM rides to choose from and a
delicious fully catered buffet dinner with ribs, chicken and brisket along with cornbread baked beans,
mac and cheese, and coleslaw. Wait I forgot that there will be dessert and a special cake to help celebrate Rich’s 60th birthday as well. There will also be lots of raffles and prizes to be won! Sunday
Brunch Cruise from 11:00 - 2:00. The group rate is $52.00 per person.

Where: Country Cottages in Diamond Point, NY
Host Hotel: Country Cottages in Diamond Point, NY
Reservations are available by calling Charlie at 518 668-0488. Please make sure you mention
you are part of GWRRA.

For Ride-Out information contact Richard Bullis (631) 457-0562
Email myvalkyrieinterstate@gmail.com
Registration Information:
Rider Name:________________________________________________ GWRRA No: ______________
Co-Rider Name:_____________________________________________ GWRRA No: ______________
Street Address:________________________________________________________________________
City:_________________________________________ State: _____________ Zip: _________________
Phone Number:_________________________ Email: _________________________________________
Region:_______________ District: ______________ Chapter: __________
Number of Participants: _____ x $43.00 / $48.00 After 8/20/2019 = $________________
Number of participants for the Sunday Bruch Cruise: _____ x $52.00
Make checks payable to: GWRRA Chapter NY-K
Mail to:
Ride-Out 2019 c/o Jaime Alston
114-62 210th St.
Jamaica, NY 11411

Liability Release: I/we have read and understand this application. I/we hereby agree
to conform and comply with the ideals governing this event and agree to hold harmless
GWRRA, co-sponsoring organizations, and and property owners for any loss or injury
to self or property in which I/we may become involved by reason of participation in
this event. I/we agree to assume responsibility for any property which I/we knowingly
damage.
Chapter K will not release your information to any other party. Your email is required
to receive a confirmation message: Pre registration ends Aug 20, 2019 none after 9/20
Riders signature _____________________________________ Date ______________
Co-Riders signature __________________________________ Date ______________
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For a special surprise select the picture above and see
what happens.

For a special surprise select the picture above and see
what happens.
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